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HONORING BRAD AND CAROL 

WHITMORE AS IOWANS OF THE 
WEEK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 16, 2021 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Brad and Carol Whitmore, two remark-
able veterans, as Iowans of the Week. Over 
the Fourth of July weekend, I couldn’t think of 
better honorees than two individuals who not 
only served our country for many years but 
have since continued their service to the coun-
try by doing incredible work to support and ad-
vocate for fellow veterans. 

Carol Whitmore served in the U.S. Army, 
and has been honored with over 20 medals, 
ribbons, and badges from her 36 years of 
service. Following her service, Carol earned a 
Gold Legacy Life membership with the VFW 
Post 9127 in Des Moines. She has served in 
many leadership roles, ranging from the Post, 
District, and Department levels to the National 
stage. Carol is a member of the Governor’s 
Veterans Council and sits on the National 
Council as a representative for the Iowa VFW. 
As a legislative advocate on both local and 
national levels, she continues to fight for vet-
eran’s rights. 

Carol is particularly passionate about wom-
en’s issues and helping homeless veterans at 
the Des Moines Homeless Shelter. When 
asked what she is especially proud of, Carol 
mentioned becoming a State Commander for 
the VFW and working with homeless veterans 
in the state. 

Brad Whitmore, a native of Des Moines, en-
listed in the U.S. Army in 1970 and volun-
teered to go to Vietnam a year later. He then 
served one tour and volunteered again for a 
second tour, then received an Honorable Dis-
charge from the Army in 1976. Brad reenlisted 
in the Army Reserve in 1988 and found em-
ployment in the civilian world as a surgical 
tech, later earning an associate degree from 
Des Moines Area Community College for 
Nursing in 1994. The same year, Brad 
changed his civilian job to become a surgical 
nurse and was promoted to Second Lieuten-
ant in the Army. In 1999, he and Carol mar-
ried, and Brad retired in 2005 after 26 years 
of service. 

After his retirement, Brad was elected Quar-
ter Master of his VFW post in Beaverdale in 
2012 and was elected four years later as 
Quarter Master of Iowa’s 5th District. Brad be-
came Chairman of Iowa’s National Legislative 
Committee, and he continues to do legislative 
work raising awareness about veteran’s issues 
on the national level. His current project is 
working on the Richard Starr Act, which aims 
to protect medically discharged veterans. Brad 
said he is most proud of supporting his wife 
and admires all that she does to improve the 
lives of veterans. 

I want to thank the Whitmores not only for 
the years they served in the Army, but for all 
the work they continue to do, and for the time 
they have dedicated to helping veterans. I am 
inspired by Brad and Carol’s stories, and I am 
committed to supporting our nation’s veterans, 
just as they both are. It is my pleasure to rec-
ognize Brad and Carol Whitmore as Iowans of 
the Week. 

OCCASION OF CENTENNIAL OF THE 
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 
ACT 

HON. ED CASE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 16, 2021 

Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, last Friday, my 
colleague, Congressman KAIALI‘I KAHELE (Ha-
waii—Second), and I gathered here on Capitol 
Hill with leaders of our Native Hawaiian com-
munity and partners in the advancement of 
Native Hawaiians everywhere to recognize the 
centennial of the enactment, on July 9, 1921, 
of a truly revolutionary law, the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act, to honor the times 
and memory of its author, Hawaii Delegate to 
Congress Prince Jonah Kūhiō Kalani‘anaole, 
and to reflect on and commit to the path still 
ahead. 

That afternoon, we came together on the 
East grounds of the Capitol, directly outside 
the House chamber where Kūhiō served for 
almost two decades, to share our mana’o 
(thoughts) on this momentous day. I would like 
to share here my own remarks on behalf of all 
throughout our Hawaii who I am privileged to 
represent: 

To my colleague and friend, Congressman 
Kahele, our incredible guests that are here 
with us today, and our friends and ‘ohana 
watching everywhere, Aloha. 

As I stand with you today, I have so many 
conflicting thoughts and emotions. 

We are here on hallowed grounds that for 
centuries now have stood for the very best of 
humanity, and yet we are also on ground 
that at a bare minimum tolerated the over-
throw of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

We are on grounds that have advanced 
equality, opportunity, compassion and jus-
tice, and yet have sanctioned so much trial 
and tragedy for our indigenous peoples. 

We are on grounds where just one year ago, 
we gathered to bid aloha to one of the great 
icons of the civil rights movement, my col-
league John Lewis, and yet it is this very 
ground from which was launched an attack 
on our Capitol and democracy by our own 
fellow citizens. 

This land is riddled with contradictions. As 
it was when Prince Kūhiō came to Congress 
as the first Native Hawaiian to serve almost 
120 years ago. 

Kūhiō spoke then of the urgency and de-
spair of a people facing extinction in their 
own land. That was no idle concern. It had in 
fact happened to other indigenous peoples 
throughout our country and world; their peo-
ples and cultures are simply no more. 

There were then just perhaps 40,000 Native 
Hawaiians. The life expectancy of Native Ha-
waiians was but thirty years. They were in-
creasingly not living on the land as had doz-
ens of generations before them, but in the 
tenements of Honolulu in dire cir-
cumstances. 

And yet, Kūhiō entrusted his people to this 
still-new country, a country of promise but 
that had not shown it was deserving of that 
trust. And he devoted his next two decades 
toward advancing his people and to prove 
that his trust had not been misplaced. 

As Congressman Kahele has said, the Ha-
waiian Homes Commission Act, signed one 
hundred years ago today, was his singular 
accomplishment. But what was Prince 
Kūhiō’s legacy? What did it all add up to? 

History is fickle. We’re all judged by our 
successes and failures, our achievements and 
our shortcomings (of course always in hind-
sight and without the context of the times). 

But I would make these three observations 
about Kūhiō, looking back from the distance 
of history and as someone who is not Native 
Hawaiian. 

First, he was exactly the right person for 
his time and place. Not just for Native Ha-
waiians, but for all of us whose ancestors and 
lifeblood lay then and now in Hawaii. 

Second, the Kanaka Maoli did not, unlike 
many of their brothers and sisters, fade from 
this Earth. Native Hawaiians now number in 
the hundreds of thousands throughout our 
country and world, proudly reclaiming and 
perpetuating their history and culture and 
contributing alongside all others who seek a 
better path forward. 

Third, Kūhiō, as the first Native Hawaiian 
leader to step forward onto the national 
stage, exemplified what proud, principled 
and capable Hawaiian leadership is, setting 
the standard for so many of us who followed 
down the road he paved. 

But history is never complete, and the Ha-
waiian Homes Commission Act is a perfect 
example. As one Kanaka Maoli leader noted 
recently, the Hawaiian Homes Commission 
Act was beautifully conceived but did not de-
liver in its implementation. In that the Act 
is its own story, and now we must turn the 
page toward better chapters. 

Today, I follow and support Congressman 
Kahele in finding and forging that next chap-
ter. For yesterday’s achievements are just 
tomorrow’s foundations, and yesterday’s 
failures are just tomorrow’s opportunities. 

I am so deeply humbled with the responsi-
bility—for all of us wherever we are for 
whom Hawaii is and always will be our true 
home—to partner with you in these next 
chapters of renewed opportunity and hope. 
Thank you. Mahalo. 

f 

REMEMBERING SERGEANT La 
DAVID T. JOHNSON ON THE OC-
CASION OF HIS INDUCTION AS 
AN HONORARY GREEN BERET 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 16, 2021 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Sergeant La 
David T. Johnson on the occasion of his in-
duction as an honorary member of the United 
States Army Special Forces, or ‘‘Green Be-
rets.’’ 

SGT Johnson is an American hero who laid 
down his life in the line of duty and to save 
the lives of his teammates on Wednesday, 
October 4, 2017 in southwest Niger. Assigned 
to the 3rd Special Forces Group at Fort Bragg, 
he personified the values of honor, integrity, 
personal courage, and selfless service. 

SGT Johnson enlisted in the United States 
Army in January 2014 and after completing 
Advanced Individual Training and earning the 
Military Occupational Specialty 91B Wheeled 
Vehicle Mechanic, he was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group. SGT 
Johnson served our nation with distinction and 
valor, and his decorations include the Purple 
Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, Army 
Achievement Medal, Army Good Conduct 
Medal, and Global War on Terrorism Medal. 

A role model among his peers in the 3rd 
Special Forces Group, SGT Johnson rep-
resents the best our nation has to offer. His 
work helped secure and protect our homeland 
for generations to come and today we honor 
his sacrifice. While our country can never 
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repay this debt, I will do everything in my 
power to honor SGT Johnson’s life and ensure 
that his legacy lives on forever. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
honoring the life and legacy of Sergeant La 
David T. Johnson on the occasion of his in-
duction as an honorary Green Beret. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CMSGT BRIAN 
MARQUARDT ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
AFTER 33 YEARS OF HONORABLE 
SERVICE 

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 16, 2021 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Chief Master Sergeant Brian 
Marquardt of Harrison Township on the occa-
sion of his retirement from the United States 
Air Force after 33 years of honorable service. 

After growing up in Saint Clair Shores, 
CMSgt Marquardt entered the Air Force in 
July 1988. After completing basic military train-
ing at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas, he 
was assigned to the 88th Medical Group at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio for 
on-the-job training as an Aerospace Medical 
Technician. His subsequent career includes 
various aspects of the medical technician field 
and included Aeromedical Evacuation, 
Aeromedical Staging and Transportation, and 
most recently, a ground medical unit with a 
physical exam package and a shared Air 
Force Theater Hospital. 

His last position was as the Senior Enlisted 
Advisor for the 910th Medical Squadron at 
Youngstown Air Reserve Station in Ohio. In 
this role he advised the commander on mat-
ters concerning the health, morale, welfare, 
and the effective utilization of the Reserve 
members within the squadron. He also served 
as the commander’s representative to numer-
ous committees, councils, boards, and military 
and civilian functions. Prior to assuming this 
most recent position, he served as the Func-
tional Manager for the Aerospace Medical 
Technician career field at Selfridge Air Na-
tional Guard Base, as well as Youngstown Air 
Reserve Station. 

CMSgt Marquardt has received numerous 
awards and decorations including Meritorious 
Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, Aerial 
Achievement Medal, Air Force Commendation 
Medal with oak leaf cluster, Meritorious Unit 
Award with 2 oak leaf cluster, AF Outstanding 
Unit Award with Valor Device and 2 oak leaf 
clusters, Iraqi Campaign Medal with one serv-
ice star and the Humanitarian Service Medal. 

CMSgt Marquardt has given over three dec-
ades of his life in service to our country. I 
commend him for this selfless display of love 
and patriotism. He has certainly made his 
home state of Michigan proud, and I know the 
example of service he has set will be followed 
for years to come. I wish CMSgt Marquardt 
the best as he takes on life’s next great ad-
venture. We are so thankful for his service. 

TRIBUTE TO DENA BARON 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 16, 2021 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Dena Baron, a long-time 
member of the professional staff of the House 
Appropriations Committee, who is retiring after 
more than 25 years of service in the Federal 
Government. 

Dena began her career at the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in 1995. While a 
budget analyst at the Environmental Protection 
Agency, she was detailed to the House Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs 
and Housing and Urban Development. 

Following her detail, in 1999, Dena became 
professional staff for the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs and Hous-
ing and Urban Development. In 2004, she 
moved to the House Appropriations Sub-
committee on Transportation and Treasury 
until the House Appropriations Committee re-
organized in the 109th Congress. Following 
the reorganization, Dena became Clerk for the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban 
Development, the Judiciary, and the District of 
Columbia. 

When the House of Representatives 
switched control in 2007, and the House Ap-
propriations Committee underwent another re-
organization setting the subcommittees to their 
current form, Dena became Minority Clerk for 
the Transportation, Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Subcommittee. Continuing her trend of 
versatility, Dena simultaneously worked on the 
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Fi-
nancial Services and General Government 
subcommittees. 

When the Republicans took control of the 
House of Representatives in the 112th Con-
gress, Dena became Clerk for the House Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Development, and then in 
2017, she became Clerk for the House Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Financial Services 
and General Government. 

When the House of Representatives 
switched control in 2019, as only fitting, Dena 
ventured into uncharted territory and became 
Minority Clerk for the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Homeland Security. This op-
portunity presented a range of new chal-
lenges, and she, once again, demonstrated 
her ability to handle any task put before her 
and performed remarkably. 

Dena was an exceptional member of the 
Appropriations Committee staff for more than 
twenty years, and she served on my staff for 
three of those years. I asked Dena to work on 
some of the most divisive issues of the day, 
and she saw us through one of the longest 
government shutdowns in history two years 
ago by finding common ground with her col-
leagues. 

Dena has spent many hours away from her 
loved ones over the course of her long Fed-
eral career, and I know she is looking forward 
to spending more time with her husband, Jim 
Smith, her son, Andrew, and her daughter, 
Emily. Dena will be greatly missed, and I wish 
her the best in her next chapter and thank her 
for her dedicated service to the United States. 

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL 
BRIAN J. MENNES FOR HIS EX-
CEPTIONAL SERVICE DURING HIS 
TENURE AT FORT DRUM 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 16, 2021 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Major General Brian J. Mennes 
for his service to the United States of America 
over the course of his 33-year career with the 
U.S. Army and his two years in command of 
Fort Drum in Northern New York, which I 
proudly represent. 

Major General Mennes graduated from the 
United States Military Academy in West Point, 
New York in 1988 and immediately commis-
sioned into the U.S. Army as an Infantry offi-
cer. Since then, MG Mennes has deployed 
three times in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and five times in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. In addition to leading the 
famed 10th Mountain Division, MG Mennes 
has also served in the storied 82nd Airborne 
Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. A high-
ly decorated officer, MG Mennes is known for 
his exceptional leadership skills, commitment 
to his soldiers and families, and ability to cul-
tivate a supportive community. MG Mennes 
easily fit into the culture of the North Country 
and leaves Fort Drum after changing it for the 
better. 

During his tenure at Fort Drum, Major Gen-
eral Mennes was influential in ensuring his 
soldiers were combat-ready while building a 
strong support system within the community. 
He led the 10th Mountain Division through an 
Afghanistan deployment and drawdown as the 
U.S. prepares to bring our troops home after 
nearly twenty years in the country. In addition, 
MG Mennes has faced unprecedented chal-
lenges in commanding Fort Drum through the 
Coronavirus pandemic where he was respon-
sible for the lives, health, and safety of thou-
sands of soldiers, families, and civilians. 

On behalf of New York’s 2lst district and the 
entire Fort Drum community, I would like to 
thank Major General Mennes for his excep-
tional leadership and continued investment in 
his community. I congratulate him on his 
achievements thus far and wish him the best 
of luck during his next assignment at Joint 
Base Lewis—McChord, Washington. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL ANDREW J. 
SHORT 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 16, 2021 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and thank Colonel Andrew J. 
‘‘Coby’’ Short, who is relinquishing his com-
mand of the Pittsburgh District of U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, where he has served 
since 2018. Colonel Short came to the Pitts-
burgh District of the Army Corps, following an 
assignment at the U.S. Army War College. 
Colonel Short is a native of Bedford, Indiana. 
Following his graduation from the U.S. Army 
Military Academy with a Bachelor’s of Science 
Degree in Systems Engineering, he was com-
missioned a Second Lieutenant in 1997. 
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